
Commodore’s Comments #16 
Weekend of June 27, 2020

By J. Patrick McGann

It is the last week before our big first 
ever Nelson’s Port-A-Pit Chicken sale 
next Friday.  Pick up your preorders 

at Camp Tannadoonah between 11 am 
and 1 pm.  If you fail to pick up your 
order, we will resell them because we 
have no way to keep them.  NO 
REFUNDS if not picked up by 1 pm.  
There may be a few available to drive up 
and order between 1 & 3 pm or until 
SOLD OUT.  Thanks to those who have 
volunteered to help during the sale.  We 
could still use a few people to help.  
Contact me if you or you can help or if 
your teenage kids could use some volun-
teer hours for their high school or college 
resume.  If you are reading this Barker 
online you still have time before the 
NOON deadline to preorder for the 
Chicken Sale.  Deadline for pre-ordering 

is Friday at noon but it will help us if 
you can place your order ASAP online 
at: chicken.birchlakeyachtclub.com 
or you can fill out the order with the 
prices in this Barker and drop it off at 
my cottage or in my mailbox with your 
check at 63164 Birch Rd., the A-Frame 
on the east side.  If you forget I put up 
signs at all the entrances to Birch Lake 
by the roads with all the info to remind 
you. Take a picture of the sign and come 
home and order your food.
 It certainly was a great week if you 
were able to be here at Birch.  Next 
weekend is the Fourth of July Weekend 
with several of our traditional activities:  
Fireworks Friday night at dark, Boat 
Parade Chairperson Ronnie Eshleman 
says it will begin Saturday at 4 pm in 
front of the Weesner/Eshleman’s pier on 
the South Side.  Be sure to have your 
family name on the shore side of your 
boat for this year’s theme “We are fami-
ly.”  There will not be any numbers 
given out.  I always thought that would 
be a great idea all the time.  People 
drive by my place in their boats and 
wave or yell “Hi Pat” and I can’t always 
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Birch Lake Calendar

July 3 - Golden Glow Chicken Sale/Fund 
    Raiser for BLYC, 11 am - 1 pm, Camp T
July 3, 4 - Birch Lake Fourth of July Regatta 
July 3 - Fireworks, dusk
July 4 - Camp T Pancake Breakfast
  CANCELED
July 4 - Boat Parade, 4 pm, Weesner/
    Eshleman pier 
July 17 - Ladies Golf , Diamond Lake, 9 am
    See Page 10 for entry form
July 24 - Men’s Golf Outing, Pineview, 1:30 
    shotgun start, dinner to follow, more TBA
July 25 - Five Lakes Regatta, Diamond 
    Lake
August 1 - Corn & Sausage Roast, 
  CANCELED
August 1 - HOMEOWNERS Annual 
    meeting, following BLYC board meeting
BLYC Board of Directors’ Meetings, 9 am

July 11, August 1, September 5

To rent the BLYC building contact Sandy 
Vitale at 269-476-1680 or 269-858-8184.

The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication.  E-mail materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, mail them to me or put the items in the stone 
mailbox at  63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  DEADLINE for any issue is Noon on the Tuesday of the week before the publication.

To contact Editor Phil by phone, call (269) 476-1680.  To contact Commodore Pat McGann, call  574-532-5377 or email pat@mcgannhay.com.

Charlie the Heron wants everyone on Birch Lake to have fun but be safe out on the water and on the roads around the lake.

The Fourth of July 
is next weekend ... 
let’s plan now to 
be safe!



see to tell who they are.  How helpful a name on the shore side 
of the boat would be.  And lastly, the traditional huge Fourth 
of July Sailing Regatta on Friday and Saturday with rain date 
Sunday.   Let’s get ALL OF THE BOATS on the lake out there 
in the races.  Come on all you people who have sailboats come 
share in the fun and camaraderie among the skippers.  The 
Fleet Captain Bill Luecht has authorized this to be a FREE 
REGATTA so you don’t need to have paid the sailing fee ($15) 
to participate, for this weekend only, the fee is waved.
 It should be a great fun weekend with a little bit of nor-
malcy here at Birch.  Please remember to keep this weekend 
safe for everyone and be kind to others on the lake.  Private 
fireworks accounted for 10,000 injuries last year in the USA so 
please be careful.
 The BLYC directories of ALL RESIDENCES OF THE 
LAKE AREA are in and available for purchase, please contact 
Vice-Commodore Dr. Dan Waxman at: 1-317-506-1680 or 
dwaxman@versiti.org.
 Love the Lake, stay safe and God Bless the USA!

 ~ JPM, Commodore

Welcome to Birch Lake
 Welcome to Laura Pence and Jamie Schnoor, and their 
children Ellie, 4, and Everett, 2, who just purchased the for-
mer Soldato house at 63266 Kinsey Street. Their permanent 
home is in Marshall, Michigan. Laura is the daughter of Barb 
and Bob Pence on the East shore, and first started coming to 
their former cottage on the South shore as a ten month old. 

4th of July Boat Parade
 The 4th of July boat parade is still on! The theme this 
year is “We are Family,” and we would like to have as many 
Birch Lake families as possible participate. We may not be 

able to see each other at events, but this will be a great oppor-
tunity to see each other in our boats! The only requirement is 
that you have a sign with your family’s name on the side of the 
boat. For those who would like to decorate, there will be 
awards given and a grand prize for the best of show. 
 The parade will start Saturday, July 4th at the Weesner/
Eshleman pier on the southside at 4 pm. We hope everyone 
will join in and make this a fun, Birch Lake family event!

~Ronda Eshleman

2020 Dues
 In the midst of everything that has been happening in our 
world, the spring dinner was canceled, therefore the dues 
forms were not mailed in the spring as they have been in 
years’ past.  
 Please use the dues form in the Barker to submit your 
donations or use the online store (store.birchlakeyachtclub.
com) to pay dues and make donations.  Checks should be 
mailed to Deb Spratt, 18100 Farmington Hills Dr. South 
Bend, IN 46637.

— Birch Lake Notes —
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        Birch 
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Birch Lake Yacht Club
FIREWORKS FUND

WOW! We busted 
over the top!  Great 

job everyone!

$10,250GOAL

$1,333.00Aug. 27, 2019

$3,118.00May 18, 2020

or contribute online at
http://BirchLakeYachtClub.com/

$3,238.00May 26, 2020

5,048.00May 26, 2020

6,583.00June 8, 2020

8,043.00June 15, 2020

$11,893.00June 22, 2020

We met our goal!
Fireworks are a GO!



— Birch Lake Notes —
The Birch Barker
 The Birch Barker is delivered to all 
homes on Birch Lake every weekend, 
and posted online at http://www.phil-
vitale.com/Barker/BirchBarker.htm.
 To submit items to the Birch Barker 
for potential publication, or to buy a dis-
play or classified ad, email your items to 
sailorphil@philvitale.com or onlinebark-
er@gmail.com, or mail them to Phil 
Vitale, 63174 Birch Rd. (east side), 
Vandalia, MI 49095.
 Deadline is noon on the Tuesday 
prior to the weekend of publication.  
Display ad prices and sizes can be seen 
at http://www.philvitale.com/Barker/
BirchBarker.htm; classified ads are free 
for members, and $5 for non-members.

Of paper clips and duct tape
 On occasion I am inclined to repeat 
words of wisdom from Earl Troeger, Jr. 
(RIP), World Champion Snipe, sailing 
mentor (to many).  At a Yacht Club 
function Mr. Troeger challenged me over 
not coming out to race on Sunday.  I 
explained my sail was ripped and ... he 
said grab Dad’s roll of duct tape.  He fur-
ther explained that plenty of guys had 
won Regattas with tape on their sails.  
Lesson learned, I have several sails 
which became more tape than sail before 
they were retired.  Missing Sunfish sail 
rings?  Use electrician zip-ties!  I’m rac-
ing with several paper clips where ring 
dings (split rings, like for a key ring but 
in stainless steel) belong.  Ahem, those 

ring dings litter the Birch bottom 
methinks.
~Mr. Bob

 The Fourth of July Weekend is 
just around the corner, and if you’d 
like to stay out of the kitchen and 
enjoy the lake and activities, plan on 
letting Nelson’s feed your group at the 
BLYC fundraising Nelson’s Port-a-Pit 
dinner.  There will be an assortment 
of meats and potatoes available at a 
very reasonable cost.   
 We ask that you preorder before 
noon on Friday, June 26.  All preor-

ders will need to be picked up between 
11 am & 1 pm the day of the sale, 
July 3.  If not picked up by 1 pm we 
will open the sale to drive by custom-
ers from 1-3 pm or until all the food is 
gone.  No refunds if you do not pick up 
your order by 1 pm. The pickup loca-
tion will be The Camp T circle on 
Harvey Street at the east curve.  We 
will have signs out.   
 We will also be accepting dona-
tions to help Camp T through this 
Covid/Economic crisis so please be as 
generous as you possibly can be to 
help out our beloved Camp T that is 
such a great part of the Birch Lake 
history.  They need your support this 
year more than ever before. 
 Place and pay for your order 

NOW online at the website: 
Chicken.BirchLakeYachtClub.
com before noon on June 26.   There 
will some limited drive up orders 
available the day of the sale. 

MENU ITEMS
Port-a-Pit Chicken Half $8

Port-a-Pit Bone-in Pork Chop $8
BBQ Baby-Back Ribs $9

Pit-tatoes $5

BLYC Fourth of July Fundraiser

Beer cans and Skittles wrappers do not 
belong in our beautiful lake!

~Deb Hall



— Birch Lake Notes —

269-445-8877

NOW IS A GREAT TIME 
TO LIST YOUR HOME!

Birch Lake homes are

SELLING!
CALL

PAUL DELANO

TODAY
269-445-8877 Paul@TheLakeLife.com

LISTINGS NEEDED!

Patricia Stevens
 We have just 
learned of the 
passing of  
Patricia Nance 
Stevens, 93, of 
Fort Wayne, for-
merly of Elkhart, 
died on Friday, 
June 19, at Saint 
Anne’s 
Communities Randallia Place in Fort 
Wayne. Patricia was married Charles 
M. Stevens, who died in 1986.  She 
was also preceded in death by a sister, 
Dorothalee Jones. Surviving are two 
sons, Jeffrey (Beth) Stevens of Fort 
Wayne and Christopher (Donna) 
Stevens of Indianapolis; five grandchil-

dren Taya, Derec, Nicholas, David, 
Matthew and six great-grandchildren.
 Patricia was a past director of 
Birch Lake Yacht Club. 
 In lieu of flowers memorials can be 
made in Patricia’s name to Alzheimer’s 
and Dementia Service of Northern 
Indiana 922 East Colfax Avenue South 
Bend, Indiana 46617. 
 Full obiturary and info at https://
www.hartzlergutermuthinman.com/
obituary/Patricia-Stevens.

Mary Lu Molho
 Mary Lucille (Miller) Molho 
(“Mary Lu”) died at South Bend 
Memorial Hospital at the age of 81 
after experiencing a heart attack.
 Mary Lu was married to Manny 
Molho on December 27, 1966.   Mary 

Lu and Manny 
were long-time 
Birch Lakers 
(south side).
 Mary Lu is 
survived by her 
step-daughter, 
Lisa Molho and 
son-in-law John 
Cave; her son Ross 
Molho and daugh-
ter in-law Kristina M. Johnson Molho, 
and three grandchildren, Taylor Kirk, 
Jacob Molho and Rachel Molho; and 
son Eric Molho. She was preceded in 
death by  her husband Manny in 
October 2019.
 Our deepest sympathies to the 
families.

Birch Lake Obituaries

Aerial photos
 Emily Lindzy, Dick Lindzy’s granddaughter (of the west 
side) recently had a friend come up with a drone camera to 
shoot photos of their house and the lake. He took some beautiful 

arial shots of Birch. If anyone 
is interested in purchasing or 
contacting him for photos of 
their own you can contact 
Chad Casey at ((574) 210-
2952)
   For more info con-
tact emily.lindzym@gmailcom



By BILL LUECHT

We had light, shifting and 
flukey winds Sunday, but 
thanks to Tom and Maggie 

Cassady and Vick Jones, who set marks 
and ran the committee boat, we some-
how managed to set a course and get in 
two races while we watched the skies for 
the thunderstorms that were forecast.
 We had a balanced race day with 
seven MCs and seven Sunfish ... and it 
was very nice to watch.
 A word of reminder ... this Sunday 
the boat wakes from power boats operat-

ing too near the race course made for 
some difficult sailing ... please remember 
that Sunday mornings are for sailors 
and try to keep your wake to a mini-
mum!
  Fourth of July Regatta are planned 
for Friday, July 3 and Saturday, July 4 
(with makeup if necessary on Sunday, 
July 6).  Please make it a point to get to 
the starting line on time (races start at 
11 am).
  Sail on!  

~Fleet Captain. Bill Luecht
(and ghostwriter PV)

Fleet Captain’s Corner

2020 Birch Lake Sailing Results
BLYC Season Standings

Date .................................................. 21-Jun ......21-Jun .............Total  ................Point ...............................Races ......................................%
Race ...................................................... 5 ................6 ................ Points ............Average ..........................Finished ........................Finished

MC Scow/Sailor .................... Total MC Races=> .6 ...........................................................................................................................................
Scott Troeger  #1489 ............................................ 1 .....................2 ........................9363 ....................... 1561 ..............................................6 ................................................100%
Barb Cassady #2506 ............................................ 2 .....................3 ........................9207 ....................... 1535 ..............................................6 ................................................100%
Phil Vitale  #500..................................................... 5 .....................1 ........................8449 ....................... 1408 ..............................................6 ................................................100%
Jeff Smitley  #2002 ............................................. DNS ...............DNS .....................1369 ....................... 1369 ..............................................1 ..................................................17%
Bob King  #1199 .................................................... 3 .....................4 ........................8147 ....................... 1358 ..............................................6 ................................................100%
Pat McGann #1735 ............................................... 4 .....................5 ........................6482 ....................... 1296 ..............................................5 ..................................................83%
Bill Luecht  #1579 ............................................... DNS ...............DNS .....................4999 ....................... 1250 ..............................................3 ..................................................50%
Pat Welch .............................................................. 6 .....................6 ........................7007 ....................... 1168 ..............................................6 ................................................100%
Sandy Vitale ....................................................... DNS ...............DNS .....................4494 ....................... 1124 ..............................................4 ..................................................67%
Amber Grundy ....................................................... 7 .....................7 ........................6538 ....................... 1090 ..............................................6 ................................................100%

Sunfish/Sailor .......................................  Total Sunfish Races=> .6 ...................................................................................................................
Stewart Spratt ..................................................... DNS ...............DNS .....................6088 ....................... 1522 ..............................................4 ..................................................67%
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue) .............................. 3 .....................1 ........................8976 ....................... 1496 ..............................................6 ................................................100%
Herb Cleveland .................................................. DNS ...............DNS .....................4340 ....................... 1447 ..............................................3 ..................................................50%
Peter Soldato ......................................................... 2 .....................5 ........................2817 ....................... 1409 ..............................................2 ..................................................33%
Amy Troeger .......................................................... 4 .....................3 ........................2813 ....................... 1407 ..............................................2 ..................................................33%
Steve Frew ............................................................ 5 .....................2 ........................6567 ....................... 1313 ..............................................4 ..................................................67%
Bob Niezgodski ..................................................... 7 .....................6 ........................7719 ....................... 1287 ..............................................6 ................................................100%
Camille Butler ........................................................ 6 .....................7 ........................3677 ....................... 1226 ..............................................3 ..................................................50%

DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season.
DNF (Did Not Finish), DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place worse than last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored as 
7th place); DNF, DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed
CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total.
Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.)
Season Place = total season points/number of races attempted
Crew - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat 

Weird wind, two races

2020



At June’s Yacht Club Board meet-
ing, there was some discussion 
as to the desirability of some koi 

(goldfish) in Birch Lake. As a result, the 
Water Quality Committee (WQC) did 
a little preliminary research and then 
questioned the DNR’s Fisheries Biologist 
(FB) responsible for the lakes in South-
west Michigan counties, including those 
in Cass County.

 Following is a summary of our ques-
tions and his responses.

WQC:  A number of years ago, maybe 3 
or so large koi were dumped in our lake.
They are now some 2-3’ long … Some 
folks are saying they are bad, eat the 
eggs of other fish, and, being invasives, 
will soon take over the lake and crowd 
out the other, more desirable, species. 
Therefore, they say, the koi gotta go.
A quick check of the internet doesn’t 
yield much cause for concern
Your thoughts please?

FB: … Koi are definitely nonnative and 
can cause issues in areas they invade.  
They are very closely related to common 
carp and were considered subspecies 
until recently.  The impact is similar and 
usually related to the density.  If you 
see a handful of koi especially during 
the spring when they are highly visible 
while spawning, it shouldn’t be a major 
concern.  Those few fish will not cause 
a problem and likely will not reproduce 
excessively.  When densities explode, 
they can create ecosystem damage.  Most 
notably they root up vegetation while 
feeding and suspend sediment.  This 
results in shifts toward algae dominated 
systems that are highly turbid.  They 
have the reputation for eating fish eggs, 
but mostly they eat invertebrates, but 
can destroy fish nests while rooting 
around for prey in the sediment or 
covering and suffocating eggs …  Howev-
er, because it seems like you are seeing 
the same limited number of fish, I don’t 

think you have anything to worry about. 

WQC: Three (3) large koi do not consti-
tute an invasion, correct?

FB: I am not considering 3 koi a major 
invasion. (They are) likely incidental 
release.  If you start seeing young fish or 
higher numbers, they could start having 
an impact. Hopefully their reproduction 
will be limited and they will slowly die 
off,

WQC: Are carp then also considered as 
non-native..?

FB: Carp are also nonnative.

WQC: Should carp then … be removed 
when and however possible?

FB: Carp have become naturalized and 
removals are very difficult. It is unlikely 
casual removal will do much to help … 
there have been some … targeted take 
attempts, but there are few success 
stories.

WQC: What might we consider as an 
explosion of density of Koi?

FB: It is hard to 
say, but we usually 
determine what 
portion of the 
biomass they take 
up.  In populations 
where carp are a 
huge problem, they 
can easily exceed 
60 percent of total 
fish biomass.

WQC: Would 
allowed methods of 
removing nonna-
tive fish include 
shooting at them 
with a gun?

FB: No. Taking fish with a gun is not le-
gal.  Any gear you have on the water has 
to be legal … You must also abide by any 
local ordinances (e.g. some townships or 
cities do not allow archery gear).

WQC: Are carp regulated as sportfish?

FB: No, they are considered a rough fish 
and can be taken in any number with no 
size limit if captured by legal means or 
special permit …

WQC: Any other questions I should have 
asked?

FB: You are asking the right questions.  
Generally, we don’t get too worried about 
koi because we already have carp.  Man-
aging for fewer nonnative rough fish will 
improve sportfishing.  Ironically, rain-
bow trout are also not native to Mich-
igan, but because they are valued as a 
sport fish, they are commonly stocked.  It 
can be all about perspective. 

 In review of the above, at this time 
the Water Quality Committee is not a 
proponent of the killing or removal of koi 
from our lake.

— Water Quality Report —

The “Six CommAndmenTS of 
BirCh LAke WATer QuALiTy”

I.    Thou shalt prevent the spread of 
  Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS).
II.    Thou shalt minimize surface runoff.
III.   Thou shalt minimize the effects of waves.
IV.   Thou shalt protect and expand Natural 
   Shorelines.
V.   Thou shalt not allow phosphorus, nutrients, 
   and other undesirable chemical elements to 
   enter our lake.
VI.   Thou shalt remain informed and active about 
   other Water Quality issues

Straight Talk. Sound Advice.

1stsource.com  |  Member FDIC

Insurance products and annuities are not insured by the FDIC; are not 
deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by 1st Source Bank; and may involve 
investment risk, including loss of value. 1st Source Insurance, Inc. is a wholly 

owned affiliate of 1st Source Bank.

Q & A on Koi



— Barker Kids of the Week —

SUSIE TUCKER 
Realty
574-320-6697 Cell
269-641-5775 Office

www.susietucker.com
Susie@susietucker.com

Waterfront Specialist 
Serving Michigan 

and Indiana

Sue Dufour from the east side with her newest 
great-grandson, Jesse Morgan Reckelhoff, son of 
her granddaughter Paige Dufour and her husband 
Jamie Reckelhoff. Sue and Duffy now have five 
great-grandchildren enjoying Birch Lake!

Barker Kids of the Week
Want your kid to be a Birch Barker Kid of the 

Week?  Want your dog to be a Dog of the Week?  
Want your lawnmower to be the Lawnmower of 
the Week?  Just mail your photo (with a SASE 
if you want the photo(s) back) to Birch Barker, 
63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095; put them 

in a ziplock and stick them in the stone mailbox 
at my home ( on the east side), or email them to 

me at  SAILORPHIL@PHILVITALE.COM



— Barker Kids of the Week —
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69608 Sunset Blvd Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZIMMY’S TAVERN
(269) 641-5317

http://www.zimmystavern.com

Normally Open 
7 days/wk

11 am to Midnight

music, cold beer, 

lots of fun!
Daily food

specials, 

Carry Outs available

Jenny, Ben, Reese, Ellie and Mia from Chicago enjoyed swim-
ming, fishing, tubing and biking at Dave and Terry Carroll’s 
home last week (West Side). Reese and Ellie tried out the new 
Sidewinder tubes, Mia just wanted to sleep.



— Barker Kids of the Week —

   Kevin Wilson
    Magician

BIRTHDAYS
ANNIVERSARIES
COMPANY PICNICS
CONVENTIONS
PARTIES
AGE APPROPRIATE
ENTERTAINMENT

Kevin Wilson
574-234-9975

abracadabramagic.com
info@abracadabramagic.com

Kevin has 
mystified and 
entertained 

audiences of all 
ages with his 
sophisticated 

sorcery

Just a 
phone 

call 
away

Sarah Howard and her family visited her aunt and uncle Deb-
bie and Bud Hall (cove).

Who is that masked Birch Laker?
photo submitted by Deb Hall (cove)



Birch Lake Ladies’ Golf Outing  
Girls Just Want to Have Fun!! 

Friday, July 17, 2020      

Diamond Lake Golf Course, Cassopolis 
9 AM Tee Off - $35 per golfer 

Please arrive no later than 8:30 AM 
Fee includes cart and box lunch 

 
 

Box Lunch at Diamond Lake Golf Course following the Outing 
** IMPORTANT! Following health precautions, all participants will ride in 

separate golf carts; social distancing highly encouraged; DLGC may have 
additional rules we will need to follow ** 

 
 

If you’d like to sponsor a hole please contact either: 
Barb Cassady 574-303-2831 or Jeannie Welch 574-286-2890 

 

Net proceeds to benefit BLYC 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Registration Form 

Team Members (list captain first with phone no.) 

1. _________________________   
2.  _________________________   
3.  _________________________   
4.  _________________________   

 

Please make checks payable to BLYC and mail to Barb Cassady at 

63486 Birch Road, Vandalia, MI 49095 

Deadline for registration is July 7th 

 
PRINTING,
MARKETING &
SIGN SERVICES
CUSTOM SOLUTIONS
& DESIGNS

ELKHART & SOUTH BEND

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
Whether it's a formal dinner or simply hanging out with

friends, we make it our mission to provide our customers with
a great dining experience at an affordable price. 

Stop in anytime, or give us a call to make reservations.

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations



Aries (March 21-April 19) - In the next 
four weeks, you’ll be focused on old issues from 
your past, especially related to family and home. You 
might be involved with a parent more than usual. 
You might have a family reunion. Many of you will 
hear from family members you haven’t heard from in 
a while. You might misplace or lose things at home; 
or possibly, you will find something that you lost 
before? Meanwhile, you will appreciate your daily 
surroundings at this time. It’s as if you’re seeing 
them with new eyes. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20) - The pace of 
your days will accelerate in the next four weeks with 
short trips, errands, appointments plus spending 
increased time with siblings, relatives and neighbors. 
You will be busy learning, reading and writing. Car 
problems and transportation glitches will occur. 
Communications will be confused. You might be 
waiting at one place to meet someone while they’re 
waiting at another place. On the upside: you will 
attract money to you in the next four weeks. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20) - In the next 
four weeks, your focus will be on money, cash flow, 
earnings and your assets. Many of you will dream 
up moneymaking ideas and take stock of your 
wealth. However, Be proactive and cautious. Double 
check your bill or invoice. Count your change. Clarify 
info from your bank. Read your credit card state-
ment. Do not assume that they are correct. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22) - This is your 
chance to replenish and restore yourself! Because of 
the strength of the Sun in your sign, you will attract 
people to you and you will also attract favorable situ-
ations to you.  You will be dealing with silly, goofy 
mistakes, misplaced items, lost paperwork, comput-
er glitches, transportation delays as well as contact 
with people from your past, especially partners and 
old friends. (This might be why some of you are hav-
ing a secret love affair.)

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - Because your 
birthday is a mere month away, your personal year 
is coming to an end. This means you might encoun-
ter disputes about insurance issues, shared proper-
ty, taxes, debt or anything that you own jointly with 
someone else. Remember this is an excellent year 
to get a better job or improve your existing job. You 
can also improve your daily habits so that they will 
promote better health and a better approach to how 
you do your work.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - You are 
entering a lovely, four-week window where everyone 
wants to see your face. Good times with friends, 
especially friends from the past will happen. Many of 
you will be more involved with groups and organiza-
tions and quite possibly, will run into old faces from 
these clubs as well. This will test your patience. Fear 
not, on the whole, you are happy to be who you are. 
You will express yourself without fear or apology.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - For the next 
four weeks, you are in a powerful spotlight that 
makes you look fabulous in the eyes of others. 
(Which is why you will be asked to assume 
increased responsibilities. Say yes because you 
don’t have to do anything special.) Since you make 
such a great impression on others, this window of 
time is perfect to make your pitch or advance your 
agenda. Fortunately, you are pumped to work hard! 
Meanwhile, bosses and parents you haven’t seen 
for a while are back on the scene. Travel if you can.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - In the next 
four weeks, you want to expand your world. You 
want adventure! You want to see new places and 
meet new faces! This is also an excellent time to 
explore opportunities in the media, publishing, medi-
cine, the law or higher education. Gifts and money 
will come your way! This is timely because you feel 
playful and prankish! You want to have fun, which 
often costs money. This is a good time to negotiate 
a loan or mortgage.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - You 
will be charming with everyone. Well, maybe not 
everyone. Increased chaos and activity on the home 
front could create tension at home or with family 
members. Be stoic. Demonstrate grace under pres-
sure. The next four weeks are unusually passionate 
for you because you are focused on shared property 
and your partner’s wealth. Keep looking for ways to 
boost your income because they exist!

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - You will 
need more sleep in the next four weeks. You can 
expect to hear from ex-spouses, ex-partners and old 
friends from your past. Sometimes these re-encoun-
ters are good things - sometimes, not so much. 
Fortunately, even though you need more sleep, you 
will be vigorous and dynamic in all your daily com-
munications. You’ll be convincing! People will listen 
to you! This is also an excellent time to relate to 
coworkers, especially to discuss agreements. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - There’s 
an element of irony for your sign in the next four 
weeks. In one way, you are determined to be effi-
cient and productive. In fact, you want to be better 
organized in every aspect of your life. Ironically, silly 
errors, lost paperwork, confused messages, mixed-
up communications, delays, computer glitches and 
machinery breakdowns are some examples of how 
your best intentions will be foiled! Nevertheless, 
press on! Your resolution to get better organized is a 
wonderful thing. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - You’re the 
winner! For the next four weeks, feel free to express 
yourself and be exactly who you are. Your drive will 
be to do exactly what you want and especially, to 
amuse yourself and have fun! Activities with kids will 
shine. Your attitude to relationships will be lighter. 
You will enjoy redecorating at home as well as enter-
taining friends. Meanwhile, you’ve got energy to 
burn! Mercury retrograde will attract old flames from 
your past back into the world again. 

Your Horoscope

The Moon for 
this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time, 

as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere) 
Illuminated Fraction: 0.489
0.1 days before first quarter

Sunrise: 06:07:59
Sunset: 21:23:00

Moonrise: 12:58:59
Moonset: 01:25:04

Daylight:  15 Hr 15 Min 01 Sec
Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

Birch Lake Environmental Data



Birch Barker Funnies



~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

Chicken salad with bacon, lettuce & tomato

This chicken salad has a creamy dress-
ing and is best served over crisp lettuce 
leaves.

Yield: 
6 servings 
Ingredients
•  5 slices bacon 
•  3 cups diced cooked chicken 
•  1 cup chopped fresh tomato 
•  2 stalks celery, thinly sliced 
•  ¾ cup mayonnaise 
•  2 tablespoons minced green onion 
•  1 tablespoon chopped parsley 
•  1 teaspoon lemon juice 
•  1 dash Worcestershire sauce 
•  1 pinch salt and ground black pepper to 
taste 
•  12 leaves romaine lettuce 
•  1 large avocado, sliced 

Directions 
•  Step 1 
Place bacon in a large skillet and cook over 
medium-high heat, turning occasionally, until 
evenly browned, about 10 minutes. Drain 
bacon slices on paper towels; crumble.
•  Step 2 
Stir chicken, bacon, tomato, and celery togeth-
er in a bowl.
•  Step 3 
Whisk mayonnaise, parsley, green onions, 
lemon juice, Worcestershire sauce, salt, and 
black pepper together in a bowl until dressing 
is smooth. Pour dressing over chicken mix-
ture; toss to coat. Refrigerate until chilled, at 
least 30 minutes.
•  Step 4 
Stir chicken mixture and serve over romaine 
lettuce leaves; garnish with avocado slices.



This week we started staff training! 
We could still use a few extra staff 
– if you know anyone looking for 

a summer job, we have cabin counselor 
positions available! We always prefer if 
someone can do the whole summer for 
consistency, but if they can only do a 
week or two, we can work with that, too! 
Please let me know if you know anyone!
 This week for my article I wanted to 
do something different. I have collected 

quotes from our day campers about what 
they like best about camp. 

Avery S, age 5: “I like my friends best 
about camp. But I love everything about 
camp. It’s my favorite place.”
Genevieve, age 6: “Swimming!”
Ruby, age 6: “My favorite thing is that 
there’s forest.”
Major, age 6: “I liked archery the best.”
Maria, age 6: “I like making friendship 

bracelets and 
giving them to 
my friends.”
Payton, age 7: “I 
can’t remember!”
Sophia, age 8: 
“arts and crafts 
– I made a bear 
and a cat and a 
dog bead buddy.”
Brody, age 9: “I 
like archery the 
best!”
Jager, age 9: 
“It’s fun because 
we can all hang 
out together and 
play fun games 
outdoors and it’s 
fun being with all 

of my friends here.”
Madison, age 10: “I liked almost every-
thing – actually I like everything! I can’t 
think of anything I didn’t like.”
Harmony, age 10: “archery was fun, and 
arts and crafts because I like to make 
things.
Marshon, age 11: “playing 9 square, 
swimming in the lake, making s’mores 
and hot dogs over the fire.”
Brody, age 11: “Well, it’s outside, and I 
love to be outside. It keeps me off video 
games, because at home I’m always on 
video games.”
Bradyen, age 11: “My favorite is meeting 
new friends.”
Kayden, age 12: “the gaga ball pit, the 
basketball courts, anything related to 
sports. I like how you can jump off the 
pier into Birch Lake. And archery is good 
too. I like the cabins too. And yesterday 
I got to help build the fire to cook our 
lunch.”
Dominic, age 13: “we get to run around 
and play all day.”

 Hope to see you all around the lake 
this weekend!

~Mrs. Amber

— Camp Tannadoonah —
Staff training, camper quotes



FOR SALE
1999 18’ Sweetwater Pontoon 
Boat FOR SALE on the North Shore. 1 
owner since purchased in 2008. Custom 
Seat Covers included. $4,300 OBO. 
Contact Rob Lovato (grandson of Bob 
and Gert Temple) 513 319-4038

FOUND
Red Adirondack chair found in the 
middle of the lake, call 708-738-3962 to 
claim it.

SERVICES
I do sewing and mending at fair 
prices - zippers, hemming, small alter-
ations; call Kathy at 476-9317

If you are in need of yard work this 
summer (weeding, mowing, flower care, 
etc.), please contact Claire Brovold 
(west side) at 1(574) 323-3683. 

FOR RENT
Interested in a unique, fun vacation? 
Check out renting the most inexpensive 
but cutest and best-located rental in The 
Villages, Florida at ourhome4rent.
com/cjp

WANTED
Young(er) strong(er) person to dig 

sod, install drainage tiles, 
spread stone.  Need not be younger 
but must be stronger.  Prefer paying 
someone here who needs work, if any.  
Leave a message for Bob on our land-
line at 574-299-0705

WANTED: Used Boat Lift for 24’ 
Pontoon (minimum 26’ Canopy) for 
Northsider. Call Rob 513 319-4038

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

BIRCH BARKER 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

Classified ads in the Birch Barker are free to BLYC members, $5 for 
everyone else.  Send your ads to me at sailorphil@philvitale.com

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Jon boat with lift for sale, $1500 
OBO.  North Shore, call or text Sarah 574-
274-9202.



2018/19 BLYC Officers 
Pat McGann (E), Commodore
574-532-5377 ...................pat@mcgannhay.com
Dan Waxman (E), Vice Commodore
317-506-1680 ........dwaxman@indianablood.org
Deb Spratt, Treasurer (N) ................476-2113

debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck, Secretary (W) ......476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com
Bill Luecht (E), Fleet Captain ........ 476-2843

wal303@sbcglobal.net
2018 BLYC Directors 

P. Com. Angela Bergan (E) ...............561-603-5522
berganfsu@aol.com

Greg Bolin (W) ...........................................476-2420
gbolin31@aol.com

Ed Chester (E) ........................................... 476-1010
ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Karen Curtis-Miller (E) .......................574-261-6712 
krcurtismiller@gmail.com

Terry Dugan (S) .........................................476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Bernie Garceau ......................................... 476-9862
bgarceau@norcoind.com

Chas Grundy (E) ................................574-315-0217
cas.grundy@gmail.com

Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm ....................476-2615
pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Sarah Petty (N) .......................................... 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Claudia Phipps (N) .................................... 476-7073
claudia2154@gmail.com 

Vickie Rogers (C) ......................................476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N) ...................................476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E) .......................................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Phil Vitale (E) ...........................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sandy Vitale (E) ........................................ 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com

Bob Waddle (E) ......................................... 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net

Sue Williams (S) ........................................476-8886
smwillia@comcast.net

BLYC WATER QUALITY AND 
HOMEOWNERS COMMITTEE

Paul Fallon (E), Chairman, Water Quality and 
Homeowners Association ......................... 476-1467

pauljfallon@gmail.com

BLYC Officers and Directors

$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member* Dues  ($10 / year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  BLYC AED Fund

$____  -  Misc.

Total contribution:

$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to
BLYC

 and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.

South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
THE YEAR’S HALF OVER!
It’s time to pay your 2020 dues! 

Support the BLYC, support our Birch Lake Community!

NEW now you can go online at HTTP://BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to pay your dues NEW

Tip No 6:  Control your dog
All dogs around the lake should be controlled and 

leashed when outdoors.  
Uncontrolled pets are a danger on the roads and a 

danger to walkers, joggers and bikers.
Please don’t let your pet run free!

This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake

HOW TO BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR





We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

● Boat Covers and Tops
● Canvas Repair
● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ● SERVICE ● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com

Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

Motorized Solar Screens

Boat Covers and Tops

Canvas Repair

Aluminum Awnings

●

●

●
●

●


